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AC T S x11, 48. 


— As many as Were Ordained to 
[ i. e. diſpoſed or prepared for, ] 
Eternal Life, Believed. 


N theſe Words of the Apoſtle 
Fo it is plainly intimated to us, 
9 That there are certain Diſpeſitions 

SRD neceſſary to qualify Men for re- 

ceiving and believing the Goſpel 

to any ſaving Purpoſes. 

As many- as were ordained to | or 
prepared. for ] Eternal Life, Believed. 
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Having made this out, we ſhall then pre- 
ceed to inquire. 


Firſt, bat theſe Diſpaſitions are. 


= 
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Secondly.— Hat manner of Education 
is moſt proper to imprint them in the 
Minds of thoſe to whom the Goſpel is 
propoſed. 


In Order, 


1. In the Firft Place, — To prevent 
them from making Shipwreck of the Faith 
which they have once received. 


2, And Secondly, To oblige them to 
live according to the Precepts of the Goſpes 
which they have embraced. 


RSS 23 CO . 


But I muſt fr obſerve to you, That 


this Text has been ſometimes made uſe of d 
to favour an Opinion; which, if true, would 6 
ar 


render all Education, with regard to an- 
other World, entirely uſcleſs. | 

The Words Ordained to Eternal Life, b⸗ 
having been underſtood to mean, that ſuch 


as did not believe the Gofpel to ſaving Pur- = T 
poſes, it was not their own Fault; They P 
were Ordained not to it, nor to that eternal Px 
Life to which a true Faith in Jeſus Chriſt in- 


titles his Servants ;—That they were never | 
8 effefually 


fretteth againſt the Lord. 


ſelves; 
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eff: tiwally ralled to believe the Goſpel, and 


to obey its Laws; That Men are born to 
unfortunate Ends, and to the 4 ays that lead 


to them. 


This has been an old Complaint Cad Re 
fuge of Sinners: TheFoohſoneſs of Man (faith 
Solomon) perverteth his Way, and his Heart 
As if God 
could take Pleaſure in the Deſtruction or 
Miſery of his Creatures. An Opinion 
ſo abſurd, that I ſhould not ſpend one Mo- 
ment of your Time in confuting it, but that 
it is abſolutely neceſſary, that ſuch as are 
Candidates for Eternity, as well as they that 
have the Care of their Education, ſhould 
ſee the Miſchievous Conſequence of falling 
juto an Error, which would make God the 
Authoy of Sin; — His Commands unjuſt ; 
The Holy Scriptures inconſiſtent with them 
And render all the worthy En- 
deavours of Parents, of Maſters, and f the 
Societies for Educating' of Children, uſeleſs, 
and even vidiculous. 

We need go no further than two Verſes 
back, to fee this Error confuted by the 
Apoſtle himſelf: He there tells the Jes, 
That it was neceſſary, i. e. God had fo ap- 
pointed it, that the Goſpel ſhould firſt be 
preached to them; but that they, by put- 
ing te Ward of Cod from them, did, by 

A 3 | 
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ſhould turn from his Sin, and be ſaved 


that Act, render themſelves unworthy of 
everlaſting Life.  _ 3 

f to this we add, the Declarations which 
God himſelf has made, That he would 
have all Men to. be ſaved, and to come to the 
Knowledge of the Truth ;——2ibat be defir- 
eib not the Death of a Sinner, but that be 


We ſhall ſee plainly, that it is in the Power 
f every Soul, by the Grace of God, to be 
Y 3 2 they put on firm Reſo- 
lutions of working out their own Salvation 
with Fear and Trembling; i. e. with a Con- 
cern anſwerable to the Loſs they will other- 
wiſe ſuſtain. Ss 
We may indeed, as many of the Jews 
did, reject the Counſel of God for our 
Good; but then our Deſtruction will be 


from Ourſelves, and not from any Decree 


of God's. | Ps 

The Truth is, the Word here tranſlated 
Ordained, ſignifies no more than prepared, 
or diſpoſed for eternal Life; and ſo *tis 
tranflated in the Margin of our Bibles : 
That is, They that were well di/pofed ; 
They that feared God, and were atraid for 
themſelves : They that did not reſiſt the 
Counſel and Grace of God; theſe, when 
the Goſpel was preached to them, very 
readily embraced it: While they that lived 
at all Adventures, and feared no Evil, who 
hated 
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hated Knowlege, and would not chooſe 


the Fear of the Lord, ſuch as theſe Would 
not, could not believe, and conſequently could 


Ibis premiſed, we now come to conſider 
the great Truth intimated in the Text: 

I. That there are certain Difpofitions ne- 
ceſſary to fit Men for receiving the Goſpel to 
any ſaving Purpoſes. 

Thus it was propheſied of the Meſſiah, 
before he appeared in the Fleſh, (Ja. Ixi. 1.) 
and foretold who would, and who would 


not receive him. 


The Lord hath anointed me to preach good 
Tidings unto the Meek, for they would re- 
ceive his Meſſage ; --- To bind up the broken- 
hearted, for they would be glad of Help and 
Comfort; -- To proclaim Liberty to the Cap- 
tives, for they, and they only who ſhould 
be ſenſible of their Bondage, would be glad 
to be ſet at Liberty. | | 

Accordingly, when our Lord did come, 
he 4nvited ſuch to be his Hearers, to whom 


he knew his Doctrine would be acceptable. 


Come unto me, all that lalour and are heavy ' 
laden, and I will refreſh you. 

And when he was reproached for con- 
verſing with Sinners, he only gave this 
Anſwer, They that are whole need not a Phy- 


fician, but they that are fick: I come not 10 


call the Righteous, but Sinners o Repentance. 
Why, 


= 


. 
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Why, were not they all Sinners ? 


Ves. But that which is intimated 'in | 


this Anſwer, is this, that there are Sinners 
who are not at all ſenſible of their bad Con- 
dition: And their Condition, for that very 
Reaſon, is the more deplorable, becauſe 


they would not look out for Help ; while 
{ſuch as feared God, and were in Fear for 


themſelves, were exceedingly pleaſed to 
hear our Lord declare,---T hat he came from 


God, to ſeek and to ſave that which was loſt, 
Luke xix. 10. 


Theſe, and theſe only, heard him with 
Patience, —— conſidered the Tendency of 


his Doctrine, — examined his Miracles 
without Prejudice, and were at laſt con- 
vinced, —— That he was indeed a Teacher 
tome from God; — That he had the Words 
of eternal Life; —— That he made known 


Things of the greateſt Concern to them. 


They therefore embraced his Doctrine, + 
and reſolved to obey 


his Laws. 

The Apoſtles followed their Maſter in 
this exactly, and propoſed the Goſpel to 
ſuch as were previouſly diſpoſed to receive 
It . —— Whoever among you feareth God, to 


you is the Word of this Salvation ſent, Acts 


xiii. 26. And ſuch, and ſuch only, did 
receive 18 


The Cxxruklox, am others, was an 
Inftance of this, and of God's Purpoſe and 
Goodneſs 
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Goodneſs to all ſuch as improve that. Light 
and Grace which he vouchſafes them. 
He was @ devout Man, feared God, gave 


much Alms, and prayed to God continually ; 


and, being thus prepared for greater Mer- 
cies, God, by a Providence extraordinary, 
brought him to the Knowlege of the 
Goſpel. 

On the other hand, we find too many 
of the Jets ſo prejudiced againſt Chriſt, 
and his Doctrine, that nothing could con- 
vince them, no, not Miracles themſelves. 

A remarkable Inſtance of this we have 
in the ivth Chapter of this Book of the As 
of the Apoſtles. 

The Apoſtles having cured a Man, that 
was lame from his Mother's Womb; and 
this only by ſaying the Word, and it was 
done; A ſure Proof that God was with 
them, becauſe this was the very Way by 
which he had created the Heavens, and the 
Earth. 

The Scribes and the Phariſces ſaw this ---- 
We cannot, ſay they, deny it; neither could 
they ſay, that the Doctrine the Apoſtles 
preached was unworthy of God. And what 
was the Conſequence of this ? 

Why, indeed, a very ſtrange one; 


T hey ordered them not to ſpeak any more in 
the Name of Chriſt, (That very Name by 
which the Man had been made whole) and 
threatened 
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threatened them ſeverely, if they ſhould 
do ſo. f 
Which: Hiſtory will be an etcrnal Teſti- 
mony againſt thoſe who are ever calling for 
more Evidence, and making Objections 
againſt received Truths ; when *tis plainly 
their own Obſtinacy, their Prejudice, or 
their Wickedneſs, which hinders them from 
perceiving the Truth; that Truth which is 
worthy of all Men to be received; the: In- 
tereſt of all Men to embrace it; and which 
having been ſo clearly revealed, and abun- 
dantly confirmed, leaves all Men without 
Excuſe, who ſhall reject it. For, after all; 
reject it Men will, if their Minds are not 


prepared to receive it. 


If our Goſpel, ſaith our Apoſtle, be hid, 
F it will not be received, it is hid to them 
that are loſt : --- Whom the God of this World 
bas blinded, 2 Cor. iv. 3. 

So that it can never be an Objection 
againſt the Chriſtian Religion, That all 


Men, ſo ſoon as the Goſpel is preached to 


them, do not ſee the Truth, and cloſe with 
its moſt gracious Offers of Pardon and Hap- 
pineſs: For if Men are not diſpoſed to be 
ſerious; if they were engaged in ſinful 
Courſes; if they ſbun that Light which 
would ſhew them to themſelves ; and deſpi ſe 
thoſe Means which God has ordained for 
their. Converſion ; *tis no wonder they do 


not, 


O_o —— 
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not, nay, tis impoſſible they ſhould, believe 
the Goſpel. 

And this comes to paſs, not by any Fatal 
Decree of God, but from an utter Indiſpo- 
ſition to hearken to the Truth, and to ſee 
their Intereſt in it. And this alſo occafion'd 
by a Cuſtom of acting againſt Reaſon and 
Conſcience; by leading a Life con- 
trary to Holineſs; by grieving the Holy 
Spirit of God, by which they had been 
ſanctity'd - and making it their Choice 
not to ſee the Conſequence of a Life ſpent 
in Ignorance and Sin. 

For this Reaſon it is, that Children are 
the moſt proper Subjects of an Education 
which regards another Life. Before they 
have been ſuffered to grow wild ; --- before 
their Souls ſhall have been polluted, their 
Senſes depraved, their Minds and Memo- 
ries corrupted, by evil Prnciples, and evil 
Examples; for, when it is thus with them, 
we ſhall find it the hardeſt Thing in the 
World to perſuade them even to hear what 
we have to ſay on the Part of Religion. 

Whereas they that have the Happineſs 
of being reſtrained betimes, and trained up 
in the Fear of God, theſe will hear and 
receive with Mecknels the ingrafted Word, 
which 1s able to ſave their Souls. 

—— And it is for this Reaſon, that the 


great Enemy of Souls has, of late, been molt 


I indefatigably 
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indefatigably induſtrious ; and has ſet all 
his Agents at work, to vilify and decry 
this Method of Inſtruction, and the Charity 
Schools ; which are deſigned to give the 
Children of the Poor an early Knowlege 
of God and of their Duty, before Sin and 
Hell have got Dominion over them. 
But this ſhould not diſcourage thoſe who 
are engaged in that good Work ; a Work, 
which if it had not been of God, it would 
have come to nought long ere this, conſi- 
dering the Malice of Satan, and the reſtleſs 
Endeavours of his Inſtruments, to bring 
an evil Report upon it ; which, inſtead of 
making us uneaſy, or weary in well-doing, 
will only oblige us to conſider with Atten- 
tion, what has, or can be, objected againſt 
theſe Schools of Piety; and to reſolve to 
uſe our utmoſt Endeavours to make them 
effectually anſwer all the Ends of Charity 


| F propoſed by thoſe that manage, and by 


thoſe that ſhall contribute towards ſupport- 
ing them. 

Now, as we are ſincere Advocates for this 
Charity, ſo muſt we be faithful Monitors, 
and always put you in mind, that the firſt 
and great Deſign of thoſe Schools, is to 
make Children Chriſtians in Deed, as well 
as in Name; leſt not knowing, or not feel- 

ang, the Power of Religion in their Souls, 
they fall into the Vices of the Age, and 
$. become 
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become a Scandal to their Education, and 
a real Grief and Offence to all that have 
contributed towards carrying it on. 

My Meaning is this: Children may be, 
and often have been, taught the general 
Truths and Duties of Chriſtianity, without 
any great Good following, for want of ſuch 
previous Knowlege and Diſpaſitions as we 
have been ſpeaking of, ſuch as are neceſſary 
to fit them for receiving the Truth, in the 
Love of it. 

II. What this Knowlege, and theſe Dif 
Poſitions are, we now come to conſider. | 

6, 1. And firſt --- As the Fear of God is 
the ede of Wiſdom ; ſo are the Fear 


1 of God, and the Knowlege of ourſelves, the 
Foundation of ſaving Faith in Feſus Chriſt. 


To you that fear God (faith the Prophet) 


be will ariſe with Healing in his Wings, 
Mal. iv. 2. 


He may indeed be ſcen by others, but 
he comes with Healing in his Wings to thoſe 
only who fear God. 

Jeſus cried If any Man thirſt, 
let him come unto me, and drink : Plainly 
intimating, That People muſt have a Senſe 
of their Wants; they muſt have an Appetite, 
before they can ſo much as think of go- 


ing to the living Waters to quench their 
Thirſt, 


Thou 
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Thou ſayſt, ſaith the Spirit, (Rev. iii. 17.) 
That I am rich; and knoweſt not that thou 
art wretched, and miſerable, and poor, and 
blind, and naked. 

A fad Condition indeed, to be miſerable 
without knowing it, and conſequently with- 
out any [uclination to look out for Help] 
But then, is not this the Caſe of the 
greateſt Part of Mankind? And ought not 
the Cure of this Malady to begin here? 
Eſpecially with reſpect to thoſe that are 
profeſſedly taken in hand to be delivered 
from this State of Blindneſs and Miſery. 

Should not this be our firſt and great 
Concern ? 

To plant the Fear of God in their 
Heart betimes ; 

By giving them a juſt and diſtinct 
Knowlege of God, and his Attributes ; 

By making them ſenſible of the 
Relation they bear to him ; and that they 
are accountavle to his Juſtice for every 
thing they do. 

By explaining to them the Con- 
dition they are brought into, by the Fall of 
our firſt Parents; 

By ſhewing them to themſelves, 
and convincing them from their own Reaſon 
and Experience, that Things are wretchedly 
amiſs with them. 


— That 
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That they are by Nature under the 
Power and Dominion of Sin ; and that, if 
they were left to themſelves, they would go 
on to obey it to their eternal Ruin. 


— That People need not be at Pains 
to make themſelves miſerable ; for they'll 
be ſo of courſe, if they make no Reſiſtance. 

In ſhort By making them ſee and 


feel the ſad Eſtate they are in without the 


Bleffing of a Redeemer, we ſhall lay a good 
Foundation for ſaving Knowlege, But 


without that, the general Duties of the 


Chriſtian Religion may be taught without 
Effect: And they that hear them, may 
live in a formal Profeſſion of Chriſtianity 
all their Days, and die in a Condition not 
better than that of Infidels. 

Do but attend to what I am going to 
ſay, and you'll be convinced, that this is 


the lixelieſt, if not the only Way, both 70 


convert, and to confirm them in the Ways of 
Religion and Virtue, v7z. 

To open their Eyes, that they 
may ſee with whom they have to do; and 
that they may perceive how uaworthy they 
are of the leaſt of the Mercies God deſigns 
for them; and how liable they are to be for 


ever undone, if they are not careful for 
themſelves. 


For, Firſt 
convert them; 


This is the likelieft Way to 
B 2 
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— By bringing them to a Serionfrefs 
"of Temper, than which nothing is more ne- 
ceſſary to a true Converſion. 
By repreſenting to their Minds 
Things of the greateſt Concern to thens. 
The Value of their Souls, which they ought 
not to hazard, though they were to get the 
hole World. 
The Happineſs they are made for, and 
tie Miſery they may bring upon themſelves, 
if they ſhall oppoſe God's gracious Deſign 
towards them. | 
The Conſideration of theſe Things often 
ſet before them, will not ſuffer them to be 
indifferent; they'll learn to be afraid for 
themſelves; and they'll conſider with At- 
tention, what is their true Intereſt, and what 
they muſt do to be ſaved. Fear being that 
Paſſion which God makes uſe of to make all 
his other Graces eſfectual; 
Even Neah himſelf, as great as his Faith 
was, ſtood in need of this Paſſion, to make 
him do what God had commanded him, 
to ſave himſelf from periſhing Moved 
with Fear, ſaith the Apoſtle, he prepared 
an Ark for the ſaving of his Houſe, Heb. 
1 
d. 2. — Beſides, *tis this Diſpoſilicn, 
which muſt make them fit Objects of God's 
Grace and Compaſſion — T 0 this Man 
| will 


will T look, ſaith the Lord, even to him that 
trembleth at my Word, Iſa. Ixvi. 2. 


F. 3. If to this we add, That tis this - 


Grace, and this only, that can make Re- 
entance and a religious Life eſs diſcou- 
raging and burdenſome, than they are apt to 


appear to an unregenerate Mind, we ſhall 


ſtill ſee more Reaſon to preſs it upon thoſe 
whom we are about to inftru& unto eternal 
Lite. | 


Things, for which they are naturally very 
fond 3 
Afﬀettions, which are as dear to them as 
their Lives; — To take up the Croſs, 


even before *tis laid upon them. Theſe 
are Duties which corrupt Nature would 
avoid, if God, by putting his Fear into 
their Hearts, did not ſhew them the Dan- 
> ger, and the Neceſlity of doing any thing 


to eſcape it. | 

And here one cannot but wonder at thoſe 
who, for the moſt part, forgetting this only 
ſure Argument of Converſion, do hope to 
perſuade People to forſake their Sins, and 
lead a religious Life, by Arguments purely 
Moral, or on account of worldly Incou- 
veniencies. | 


You'll ruin your Reputation, your 


Health, your Eftate ; you'll diſoblige your 


Friends. 
— On 
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To deny themſelves a great many 


To mortify their Luſts and 
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On the other hand, Virtue is zts 
67wn Reward : How honourable is it to be 


Juſt to one s Word, and true in one's Deal- 


ings! How unworthy a rational Man 
to live like a Beaſt ! 

One may very well queſtion, 
whether any Man, ever ſince the Fall of 
Adam, was converted by Arguments of this 
Nature alone. Alas ! our corrupt Hearts wall 
eaſily get over every thing that can be ſaid, 
which only regards this World, —— But who 


can be ſo hardy as to ſlight eternal Ruin; 


or to deſpiſe his Power and his Diſpleaſure, 
who can deſtroy both Body and Soul in Hell; 
when repreſented in Terms ſuited to the 
Capacities of thoſe to whom we ſpeak, 


and preſſed upon them with becoming Seri- 


ouſneſs ? 


Tis for this Reaſon, and becauſe of our- 


ſelves we have ſo little Inclination to con- 
ider, as well ks little Power to chuſe 
what is good; That God in his holy 
Word, both in the Old and New Teſta- 


ment, has ſo frequently ſet before us the 


or of the Lord, and of the World to 
come; That he has made known to 
us the certain miſerable Portion of the 
Wicked in a future State; in order to 
awaken us To fill our Hearts with 
Fears of future Evils, while we continue 


impenitent; 


mak 


S 


To make us ſerious; to 
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make the Pleaſures of the World /e/s pa- 


latable To break the Power of Tempta- 
tions; or, in one Word diſpoſe us for 


eternal Life. 


2. Neither is it of leſs Uſe to confirm 


| them in the Ways of Virtue and Piety. 


For it will repreſent to their Minds the 
Dangers they have eſcaped ; the fad Con- 
dition they had been in, had not God vouch- 
ſafed them the Grace of Repentance; which 
will be a Means of curing them of that 
Careleſſneſs and Preſumption that are the 
Ruin of an infinite Number of Souls. 

And ſeeing the Circumſtances of this 
Life, as well as the Commands of Jeſus 
Chriſt, require that Chriſtians ſhould be 
always upon their Guard, nothing but a 


great Fear of miſcarrying could reconcile 
them to a Duty ſo uneaſy to Fleſh and 


Blood. 

But, above all Things, this Fear will 
create, in young People, a Tenderneſs of 
Conſcience ;, than which nothing will be cf 
greater Uſe in the whole Courſe of their 


Lives, to preſerve them from falling. 


Temptations may be ſudden ; They 
may not always have Time to conſider the 
evil Tendency of Actions; may not 
always know what their Duty requires of 
them : But, if their Conſcience is 
tender and awake, they*ll be ſure to keep 


at 


Cr ˙ 


at the greateſt Diſtance from every Thing 
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they have Reaſon to fear may offend God; 
which will often ſerve inftead of Time to 
conſider ; inſtead of Knowlege to direct; 
inſtead of Friends to adviſe with in Time of 
Danger. 

Beſides theſe, there is one other good 
Effect this Fear will have upon thoſe who 
are early poſſeſſed of it. It will 
oblige them to live in a conſtant Dependence 
upon Ged. To be ever looking up 
to him for Pardon and Grace, for Light 
and Aſſiſtance, for Protection againſt their 
Adverſaries, and againſt that Secur:/y, the 
Fruits of which are — Negligence, — à bold 
venturing upon Temptations, a wicked 
Life, and a reprobate Mind. 

I will only add — That this Method of 
Education appears to me to be — The very 
ſhorteſt Way of giving Children a thorough 
Knowlege of their Duty both to God and 
Man. 

For, beſides this That it gives God 
the firſt Poſſeſſion of their Hearts (which 
is, ſure, no ſmall Advantage) It deter- 
mines their Choice betimes ; makes them 
afraid of the Dangers that ſurround them; 
and gives them an Abhorrence of thoſe 
Vices, which are ſo dangerous even to be 


- acquainted with; and which one needs but 


| once 
4 
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ence taſte of, to become for ever Slaves to 
them. 
But then, if we conſider the Age, and 


4 the ſlow Capacities of thoſe we have to 
deal with; 


The many Precepts of 
the Goſpel; And the different Cir- 
cumſtances of Life, wherein they are to 
be applied; Wwe ſhould utterly deſpair of 
giving them a full Sight and Knowlege 
of their Duty, had not God directed us 
to this ſhort Method To teach them 
firſt of all ro fear him; which will ſupply 
the Want of a great deal of Learning; 
a good Memory, and a great deal 
of Time, which every body cannot be 
Maſter of. 

. —— So that Natural Conſcience, the 
general Rules of Religion, as they are 


* fumm'd up in our Catechiſm, and which 


every body may learn; Theſe, aſſiſted 
by the Fear of God, will be ſufficient to 
direct any Chriſtian in any State of Life, 
in which the Providence of God ſhall place 
him. 

— And indeed, as it is but too fure — 
that very many make a Shift, with good 
Parts, and a great deal of Learning, to be 
eternally ruined ; ſo to the Praiſe of God 
be it ſaid, we often ſee many poor People, 
with very ſinall Allaiuments, but who have 
been bred up in the Fear of God, As 

| rue 
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true Lovers of God; As careful not to 
offend him; As conſtant and devout in 
worſhipping bim; as juſt and conſcientious in 
their Dealings with Men; and as fober and 
temperate in their Lives; and conſequently 
have as good a Title to the Bleſſings of Pa- 
radiſe, and the Kingdom of Heaven, as 
they that have had the greateſt Advantages 
of Learning and Education. 

In ſhort This Foundation being once 
well laid, all other Chriſtian Graces and 
Virtues will follow of courſe. 

We ſhall love God proportionably to the 
Mercies we are ſenſible we have received 
from him, and the Dangers from which he 
has delivered us; we ſhall hope for all fa- 
vourable Allowances from him, whom we 
know we fear and love. 

We ſhall honour him, and every. 
Thing that relates to him ; and we ſhall 
ſerve him truly all our Days. | 
And being convinced, that God has 
made the Love of our Neighbour a Proof 
of our Fear and Love of him, we ſhall 
always be afraid of doing any of thoſe 


Things to others, which he hates, and has 
forbidden. 


Laſtly, 


Knowing that our Bodies 


are the Temples of the living God, we ſhall 
endeavour to keep them holy and undefil'd, 
as the Temples of God ſhould be; and 
ſhall 


ſtruct; In order 


e 
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ſhall always be afraid of profaning and 
polluting them, and of doing any of thoſe 
vile Things which may drive the Spirit of 
God from his Temple, and leave it to be 
poſſeſſed by Devils. 

But I muſt not tire your Patience; 
and therefore I proceed, in the laſt Place, 
to conſider, 

III. What manner of Education is moſt 

proper to imprint the Fear of God in the” 
Hearts of thoſe whom we undertake to in- 
To prevent them, if 
poſſible, from making Shipwreck of the Faith 
which they have once received; and to oblige 
them to live according to the Precepts of the 
Goſpel which they have embraced. 
There 1s indeed one Truth, which, 
if it would be believ'd, would make Peo- 
ple more defirous to learn their Duty, than 
any body could be to teach them — and 
that is— 

That a virtuous Education is really prefer- 
able to all the Wealth and other Advantages 
of the World, without it. 

But, foraſmuch as this will very hardly be 
received, we mult take another Method, 
and endeavour to poſſeſs Peoples Hearts 
with the Fear of God, and a Fear for them- 


ſelves, in order to prevail with them to lead 
a Godly and a Chriſtian Lite, 


We 


Tc 
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We mult, for Inſtance, ſet before them 
the Power and Majeſty of that God with 


whom they have to do; That all his if! 
Laws are holy, jiſt, and good; — =t 


That therefore he expects Obedience to hin 


them; That he ſees all their Actions, yo 
hears all their Words, and knows the very fen 
Thoughts of their Hearts; That tho! S 
he is infinitely good and merciful, yet that | 
he can be angry with Sinners, and ſeverely wit 
too —— As is plain from the many Judg- by 
ments recorded in Scripture for our Ex- tire 
ample; and That he will call al Men ho 
to an Account for the Talents he has given F_— 
them. That not only wicked, but un- au 
profitable Servants, will then be puniſhed, FF 1// 
That therefore it is a fearful Thing to 

fall into the Hands of the living God. = he 
And that God has made thele Truths Pe 
known to them, on purpoſe that they may MF kn 
not ruin themſelves eternally. int 
Let them therefore be taught to I've M car 
always as in the Preſence of God; as the | | 
moſt effectual Way to preſerve in their WM of 
Wl Hearts a Senſe of their Dependence upon WM jpr 
him. Walk before me, and be thou per- N bot 
fest; is a Rule given by God himſelf ; — 8 | 
"Tis a Rule that the moſt Ignorant will be WM #1 


able to apply in all the Circumſtances of 


Lite — and the moſt Learned cannot have, on 
à better. 


1 


if you break his Laws ; — 
to reward you, if you do your beſt to pleaſe 


< 
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cu are in the Preſence of God 


e is preſent therefore to puniſh you, 
He 1s preſent 


him; — He is preſent to aſſiſt you, when 
you want Help; He is preſent to de- 
fend you againſt all your Adverſaries. 
So that Life and Death are ſet before you. 

They are then to be made acquainted 
with their own Condition ;— what they are 
by Nature;—what they would be, if left in- 
tirely to themſelves ; What they may 
hope for, by giving themſelves up to God; 
And what will certainly be the Conſe- 
quence of their living without God in the 
World. | 

That they are by Nature born in Sin, and 
the Children of Wrath, is what they often 
hear, and often repeat: But then they ſhould 
know That to be born in Sin, is to come 
into the World a Creature, in whom God 
can take no Pleaſure, 
A Creature, in which are the Seeds 
of all manner of Wickedneſs, ready to 
ſpring up, and bring him to Deſtruction 
both of Soul and Body. 
A Creature not able to help him- 
{elf out of this ſad Eſtate. 
| And that yet he muſt be delivered 
vit of this Eſtate, before he lewes this 
C World, 
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i World, or he will remain under the Power adv: 


| of | everlaſting Death, and everlaſting Mi- ing 

ſery. _ 7 
0 And they ought to know further, are. 
| That they are not only born in Sin, Þ thoſ 
but by converſing with others as corrupt they 
aas themſelves, they'll become ſtill more evil 
|} wicked the longer they live, and more min 
8 offenſive to God, if not reſtrained by his ing 
Grace. to a 
| | "Twill be eaſy to convince them WF _ 
1 of this, by obliging them to conſider thoſe FF cate 
I many People, over whom Sin and Satan aur 
have got the Dominion; Haw they are - ( 

I 'Slaves to the moſt unreaſonable Paſſions; A ;;+ , 
1 who having fold themſelves to work that 
Wl Wickedneſs, they are at laſt come to that and 
5 ö paſs, that they cannot ceaſe from Sin. SO tion 
1 that neither the Fear of 7emporal nor eternal his 
Puniſoments can reſtrain them. Lea 
14 Then let them ſee the Folly of that moſt MF _ 7 
common Deluſion That *tis impoſſible mal 
1 they ſhould ever fall into the abominable AF eſpe 
l Sins they ſee, and every Day hear others that 
1 - guilty of. A Deluſion that has been the Fat. 
Ruin of an infinite Number of Souls. era 

f Let them know therefore, that no- I 


body ever was extremely gracele/s and Chi 
wicked at once ; That one Sin makes ® 

Way for and brings on another; That 
every one who lives in any known Sin, is 
5 advancing 


22 — 


q ing that there were no God, and at laſt. of: 
XZ living as if there were none; 
© are of the very ſame Race and Make with 
J thoſe, very People, whoſe Wickedneſſes 
they are aſtoniſhed at; and that the fame 
1 eyil Spirit that tempted them to thoſe Abo- 
minations, is ever walking about like a roar- 
ing Lion, ſeeking 2vbom he may be permitted 


4 cated, That we are no! fo much Maſters oft 
1} 1 as we are apt to imagine. 


© rit of God, or by an evil Spirit, — And; 
f that whenever Men grieve the Holy Spirit, 


tion, that Moment Satan takes them under 
his Power, and, as the Scriptures ſpeak —— 
Leads them captive at his Will. | 
make young People afraid for themſelves, 


that a very few Years will determine their 


of Educating Children, © 27 
Y advancing to a State of Atheiſm, . of with-. 


That they 


to devour. 


Laſtly, Let this Truth be often . 


Govern'd we muſt be, either by the Spi- 


and provoke him to withdraw his Protec - 


Theſe Conſiderations, if any thing, will 
eſpecially if they are often put in mind, 


Fate for ever, and they Il be happy or mi- 
ſerable to all Eternity. | 

But will not this way of dealing with 
Children make them melancholy ? | 
By no means. It may make 
them ſerious, and that they ought to be; 
| C 2 and 
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and they ought to be ſo betimes, leſt they 
never be ſo as long as they live. 
That which makes People melancholy, 
18 when they have wrong Apprehen- 
ſions of God ; as if he had ordained them 
for Miſery ; or when they are fhewn the 
Danger they are in, without the Yay to 
eſcape. 
This indeed would be a ready Way to 
drive them to Deſpair. 
But when at the ſame Time that 
they ſee the bad Eftate they are in by Na- 
ture, they are made to underſtand the gra- 
cious Goodneſs of God in the Manner of 
their Redemption; How he ſent his 
only Son to take our Nature upon him, in 
order to deliver us from this State of Sin 
and M iſery . 
| That he is in him reconciling the 
World unto himſelf ; That for his Sake 
he will overlook the Untowardneſs of our 
Nature; — Reſtore us to his Favour ; 
—— Give us all the Aids neceſſary to do 
what he requires of us; and that if we con- 
tinue to ferve him faithfully all our Days, 
he will make us happy for ever ; 
will then be no Reaſon for Melancholy, 
much leſs for Deſpair. 

But on the contrary They that are 
thus inſtructed, will eaſily perceive the Rea- 

ſouableneſs 


There. 


o 


# * 
1 
„ 
== 


ey 


| Happineſs. 
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* /onableneſs and the Neceſſity of all the Du- 

ties which Chriſtianity requires of them, 
and will readily cloſe with them, whenever 
they are propoſed to them. 


They'll ſee, for Inſtance, and be ſenſibly 


affected with, the Love and Kindneſs of 
God in touching their Hearts with a Senſo 
of the Danger they were in; which muſt 
needs be very great, ſince none but the Sor 
ef God could deliver them. 


They'll highly value the Favour of 


their Deliverance, as they will have Reaſon 
to do; and this will very naturally lead 
them to love the Lord their God with all their 

Heart; and to do what they believe will 
# pleaſe him, though it ſhould be contrary to 


their own Inclinations. 


When they ſhall be convinced, as 


they oughr to be, that God requires Obe- 
dience to his Laws, for this Reaſon only, 
that we may not be miſcrable, they will 
avoid every Sin he has forbidden, not be- 
cauſe *tis ſcandalous, or puniſhable by Man, 


but becauſe it will diſpleaſe God, and becauſe 


it will utterly unfit them for Heaven and 


When once they have been made 


ſenſible, what little Power they had to de- 
liver themſelves out of that ſad Eſtate in 
which Sin had involved them, they'll ſee it 
highly reaſonable to give all the Glory of 
„ the 
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their Deliverance to God; and to caſt them- 
ſelves intirely upon him for Grace and 
Strength to carry them through all future 
Difficulties and Danger s. 
And this will very naturally lead 
them to pray to him continually, to deliver 
them from a corrupt World, infinite 
Errors, and moſt powerful Enemies, which 
they are ſure to meet with in their Way to 
Heaven. 

If they have been made truly ſen- 
ſible of the Corruption, the Weakneſs, and 
the Inconſtancy of their Nature, and that 
Satan 1s ever ready to tempt them to their 
Ruin, they'll ſee, and they*ll acknowlege, 
the Reaſonableneſs, and the ablolute Neceſ- 
fity,of Mortification and Self-demal, of watch- 


ing and walking warily all their Days. 


—— Whenever they are in Danger of 
tranſgreſſing, they*ll be put in mind of the 
ſad Condition of that Man in the Goſpel, 
whom our Lord has mentioned for our 
Warning, to whom an Evil Spirit, after he 
had been turned out, returned with ſeven 
other Spirits more wicked than himſelf ; 
ſo that the laſt Eftate of that Man was worſe 
than the firſt. 

And having been often told, as they 
ſhould be, that whenever the Spirit of God 
forſakes them, an Evil Spirit will take the 
Government of them ; and that every wil- 


ful 
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ful Sin ſets them further out of God's Fa- 
vour, and gives the Devil ſtill more Power 
over them ;—— Whenever they ſhall have 
done amiſs, they will immediately afk Par- 
don, that they may not put themſelves out of 
God's Protection. 
In one Word, they will not look 
upon Chriſtianity as a State of Jaleneſs, 
but conſider it, as indeed it 1s, a State of 
Trial, in which they are placed for a very 
ſhort while, in order to be reſtored to the 
Image of God, in which they were at firſt 
created; and that if they loſe this Oppor- 
tunity, they may be for ever undone. 
And when they ſee ſo many about 
them in the very Yay of Perdition, 
They'll bleſs God for the happy Provi- 
dence, and for all thoſe whom he has made 
Inſtruments of their Converſion, — Before 
evil Habits were become a ſecond Nature, 
Before evil Converſation had corrupted 
their Manners, or evil Company their Prin- 
ciples. 

$. 4. And it is much to be wiſhed, that 
they, who ſtand charged with the Edu- 
cation of thoſe of better Circumſtances, 
would ſeriouſly conſider, whether it is not 
for Want of laying this Foundation, for 
Want of poſſeſſing their Souls betimes with 
the Fear of God, and with a Concern for 
their everlaſting Welfare, that that Learn- 


ing, 
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ing, and other Accompliſhments, which are 
intended to qualify them for paſſing through 
the World with Reputation and Advan- 
tage, do only prove a greater Snare to 
them. 

For tis too plain to be deny*d, and much 
to be lamented, that very many of thoſe whom 
God has diſtinguiſhed by Honours, liberal 
Educations, and great Eſtates, are extremely 
corrupted by theſe Advantages. They 
are often too learned to be inſtructed by their 
proper Teachers ; Too great to be re- 
proved when they are in an Error ;— Too 
* high to ſubmit to ahe Laws of the Goſpel; 


of this World, to be ſeriouſly concerned for 
that which 1s to come. 

And all this forwant of being firſt 
inſtructed in the Fear of God; and the 
Dangers they are expoſed to, if they ſhould 
be ſo unhappy as to follow their own In- 
clinatlons. 

For want of being humbled with 
the Knowlege of the Majeſty of God, 


who putteth down ane, and ſetteth up au- 
other. 


For want of knowing the Dangers 
and the Temptations of an high Eſtate. 

For want of being convinced, that 
they are as much ſubject to theLawsof C 'hriſt; 

and 
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and as liable to be eternally ruin'd, if they 
are not ſo, as the meaneſt on Earth. 

For want of being often told 
That the more they have, the more they are 
to anſwer for ; 

And, laſtly, — For want of being 
made ſenſible of the vile Ingratitude of liv- 
ing only to diſhonour their great Bene- 
factor. | | 

We are obliged to ſay it again; *tis the 
want of this kind of Inſtruction, that is the 
Source of that Corruption which ſpreads 
itſelf ſo univerſally; While a fuperficial 
Knowlege of the Chriſtian Religion, of the 
Commands of God, and of the Way of 
worſhipping him, is called a Chriſtian Edu- 
cation. 

And therefore it much concerns All, to 
ſee, that tlieir Children be taught in the 
firſt place to fear God ; to know, and to be 
afraid for themſelves, and of his7udgments. 

—And then we might hope to fee a 
Number of young People, ſober and ſerious 
in their Behaviour;—And when grown up, 
peaceable in their Lives, upright in their 
Dealings; obedient to their Governors; and 
Examples of Piety to all about them. 

For indeed, *tis true Religion that muſt 
ſupport the State; not only as it is a Means 
of averting God's Judgments, but as it is 
the moſt effectual Means of keeping om 
wit 
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within the Bounds of Duty and Obedience; 
The Fear of God, being the only ſure Track 
of Loyalty to be depended on. 

The Fear of Death itſelf being but a poor 
* in Compariſon of the Dread of. 
God's Diſpleaſure, when once the Heart is 
poſſeſſed with. a juſt Senſe of it. 

And. if ever we ſhall be ſochappy as to 
have the Generality of our Vouth thus edu- 
cated, the Civil Government will foon find 
its Intereſt i in it. 

They that ſhall be taught to fear God; 
wilt as ſurely honour the. King, and them 
that are put in Authority under him. 
Men will obey them that have the Rule 
over them, not only for H/rath,—for fear of 
temporal Puniſhment,— but for Conſcience, 
. — for fear of offending; God. 

The Sacreaneſs of Oaths will be more re- 
garded. — And' Chriſtians will ſtudy to be 
quzet, and to do their own Buſineſs, and leave 
the Government of the World to thoſe, on 
whom the Providence of God has laid that 
Bunten. 

And tho the Corruptiot of Human Na- 
ture will always make Laws, and Civil Pe- 
nalties, and Magiſtrates to put them in Exe- 
Eution, and to decree Juſtice, neceſſary; 
yet this Burden will become every Day 
bghter ; — | 

When the Number of untaught and un- 

il diſciplined 
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diſciplined People ſhll be leſſentd ; — When 


Subjects ſhall become peaceable, becauſe of 


the Oath of God which is upon them; 


When Men ſhall make it their Choice to be 


juſt one to another, knowing the Account 
they muſt one Day give — And, being con- 


vinced, that this is not the World they were 
made for, when they ſhall be afraid of 
loſing the eternal Happinefs of the next, by 
being too paſſionately fond of this. 

In ſhort, — There is no governing the 
outward, without firſt governing the inward 
Man; — Ou of the Heart, faith our Saviour, 
proceed evil Thoughts, Murders, Adulteries, 
Thefts, falſe Witneſs, Blaſphemies, &c. Mat. 
XV. 19. 

* where the Fear of God is, there 


is no Room for any of theſe to enter; and 


this is the Reaſon that I have with ſo much 
Earneſtneſs, and, I am afraid, Tediouſneſs, 
recommended a Method of Education, which, 
it religiouſly purſued, would in all Probabi- 
lity promote theſe great Ends; The Glory 
of God—The Good of Mankind — The Hap- 
pineſs of this Life And the Blefſings of the 
Morld to come. 
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